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WHITTAKERS TIMBER PRODUCTS — GREENBUSHES MILL CLOSURE 
Statement by Minister for Forestry 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Forestry) [2.01 pm]: Blueleaf Corporation Pty Ltd, 
trading as Whittakers Timber Products, operates a native timber sawmill at Greenbushes in my electorate, and 
value-adding dry mill facilities at Greenbushes and Perth. Together these facilities employ around 100 people at 
full production. The company is the largest employer in Greenbushes and is one of the largest employers in the 
region. Last week, Whittakers announced the closure of its milling operations in Greenbushes and the scaling 
back of dry mill operations, meaning some 44 workers will lose their jobs. It is stating the obvious to say that 
this decision comes as a heavy blow for those workers and their families, along with the Greenbushes 
community and the timber industry as a whole. A number of government agencies have been mobilised to offer a 
range of support measures to Whittakers employees and other small businesses in the area that will be affected 
by the mill closure.  

The Department of Training and Workforce Development, through the Warren–Blackwood Workforce 
Development Centre and the Jobs South West Workforce Development Centre, will work across the region to 
provide assistance to affected workers. These centres provide free, high-quality and comprehensive career 
development services, including one-on-one career guidance; information on training courses; referrals to 
training providers and other services; access to online career development resources and tools; workshops that 
improve skills and assist in looking for work; and free computer access for job search activities. 

The Jobs South West Workforce Development Centre is also bringing together all the relevant agencies for a 
workers’ assistance seminar in Greenbushes on 3 July. In a distressing and confusing time, this will be a good 
opportunity for people to get some advice on the options available to them and what the next steps are. The 
South West Development Commission has been in contact with Whittakers and offered to help affected workers 
access counselling services. The Small Business Development Corporation, through the Manjimup Small 
Business Centre, can also offer support to small businesses in the region that are concerned about their future. 
Contact has also been made with the south west Centrelink office. Affected workers can call Centrelink on 
132 850 to discuss eligibility for financial assistance and job search assistance.  

Despite the closure of this mill, I continue to believe there is a place in Western Australia for an economically 
viable and environmentally sustainable native forest industry. However, my primary concern right now is for the 
wellbeing of the displaced workers and their families, the small businesses in Greenbushes and the local 
community. The government stands ready to offer whatever support it can to help people get through this 
difficult time.  
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